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Representative Mason,

Please review this amendment to ensure that it is consistent with your intent. Please
note that this amendment requires a person to submit an affidavit of indigency. The
amendment does not define indigency, and the term is not generally defined in the
statutes. Several statutes refer, instead, to the federal poverty line and require a
person’s gross income to be at or below the poverty line or a certain percent of the
poverty line.

See, for example, s. 46.297 (2) (b), which states that a hearing impaired person may be
eligible to receive assistance for telecommunication aids if the “adjusted gross income
of the person’s family is equal to or less than 200% of the poverty line established under
42 USC 9902 (2).” Other statutes use different percents, so if you would like to take
that approach to determine what constitutes indigency, we should discuss the exact
figures you would like to use.

If you have any questions about this draft or would like to discuss it further, please let
me know.

Peggy Hurley

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266—8906

E-mail: peggy.hurley@legis.wisconsin.gov



